[Leflunomide-related severe axonal neuropathy].
Leflunomide is a new drug for the treatment of rheumatoid arthritis. Its mechanism of action is based on lymphocyte inhibition. We report the cases of two patients treated with leflunomide who developed severe sensory-motor axonal polyneuropathy. Two women (61- and 70-year-old) presented with a sensory-motor axonal polyneuropathy beginning 5 months after onset of leflunomide treatment. Etiologic investigations were negative. The symptoms rapidly improved after withdrawing leflunomide. The analysis of drug watch data found twelve patients with leflunomide-related neuropathy. Ten of them were more than 60 years old. The mean delay for onset of neuropathy was 9 months. The neuropathy improved after treatment withdrawal in seven patients. We consider these data strongly suggest that leflunomide is a cause of axonal sensory-motor neuropathy. The prevalence of such adverse events is still unknown.